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Misdemeanor sanctions and anticorruption laws
Transparency- Serbia in the process of monitoring of implementation of anticorruption laws, and this time two anticorruption laws in focus– Law on Free Access to Information of Public Importance and Public Procurement Law, asked from Ministry of Justice statistical data on number of misdemeanor procedures and misdemeanor sanctions for legal and responsible entities because of violation of provisions of these two laws. 

Available statistics for 2007 provides following data: 

For misdemeanors in the area of finances, including Public Procurement Law, in 2007 number of legal entities that received sanctions is total of 15, and number of responsible persons is 19. 
As it is seen, number of legal entities and physical persons which are sanctioned in this area is extremely small, especially having in mind that this stated statistic doesn’t refer only to violation of the Public Procurement Law, but to whole group of financial violations, along with violations of tax, currencies, customs, budget and other regulations.

As for the Law on Free Access to Information of Public Importance, statistical report for 2007 shows that from the area of education, science, culture and information misdemeanors sanctions received 22 legal entities and 21 responsible person. 
And in the case of this law stated date does not refer only to Law on Free Access to Information of Public Importance but to other laws covered by this area. 

Comparing of data on the number of misdemeanor sanction in 2006 and 2007 in the areas of two laws observed we see that the number of legal entities and responsible persons legally binding sanctioned for misdemeanors from the area of education, science, culture and information in 2007 is approximately equal to number of sanctions in this area in 2006., but for misdemeanors from the area of finances that number is significantly different. Namely, in 2007 almost half of sanctions comparing with 2006.  
When we take as an example only data that legal obligation of delivering annual reports on conducted procurements in 2007 to Public Procurement Office fulfilled only a bit more than 2000 procurement entities from total of 12000 which is estimated number of them in Serbia, then we can hardly believe that reason of lowered number of sanctions lies in better implementation of the law. 
Because of that it is obvious that by prescribing misdemeanor standards in each law it is necessary to take care of capacities of organs which should notice, report and process those misdemeanors but also to carefully chose those organs. 

Public Procurement Office, which is on source of knowledge on some misdemeanors doesn't have the authority to bring such misdemeanor procedures, which is absurd. However, even when it would have such authorization, it wouldn't have enough capacities, because it works in completely inadequate premises and faces with constant fluxion of human resources. We consider that it is necessary to adopt as soon as possible new Public Procurement Law, but to take more care on misdemeanor procedures. 

Law on Free Access to Information contains similar absurd –many data on misdemeanors is identified by Commissioner for Information of Public Importance, but authorized organ for bringing procedures is Ministry of Culture. Neither Commissioner nor Ministry of Culture don’t have enough officials that could deal with violations of this law. Because of that we consider that it would be very useful if National Assembly should adopt amendments to the Law on Free Access to Information. Those changes supported more than 30 thousand citizens with their signatures, and after that supervisory authorization, including authorization for bringing misdemeanor procedures should go to Ministry of State Administration and Local Self-Government. 
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