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Corruption Perception Index of Transparency International for 2006 and Serbia
In this year’s Corruption Perception Index of Transparency International Serbia is ranked on the bases of data from seven relevant researches conducted during 2005 and 2006. 

At the list of 163 countries, Serbia is this year on 90th place, which shares with Suriname and Gabon. Besides for not being on the bottom of the list, where it was six years ago, there is no reason for satisfaction and relaxing, considering that we are still (so as three quarters of the world) in the group of countries in which corruption represents serious problem. 
In „racing with itself“ Serbia shows slow progress. After (on scale from 0 to 10) moving from the year 2000 from 1,3, 2003 made a leap to 2,3, ex SCG and now Serbia shows gradual, although slow progress on the list in the following years (2004 - 2,7; 2005 – 2,8; 2006 – 3,0). This is certainly indisputable positive trend, but it is necessary to do much more to make great and desirable changes in society – curbing corruption and its reducing to the level that political and economy life of country can bear. 
Significance of progress in score should not be exaggerated, since it is in one part consequence of changes in the sample. In larger part progress came because of excluding research from the year of 2004 from the sample, in which Serbia was represented in worse light. Dissolution of federation still didn’t reflect fully to score of Serbia, since in lot of researches that serve as bases for CPI Serbia and Montenegro are treated jointly. That is why it can be expected that score of Serbia will also slightly change next year due to pure statistical reasons and not because of real changes of corruption perception. 
However encouraging is that analysts of the risk and foreign businessmen, whose thinking is crucial for forming of CPI, do not see Serbia as „black hole“ on the Balkans (corruption perception is on a very similar level in all the countries of the region), Serbia will have to do much more to make breach forward and to prove its citizens and foreigners that it is efficient state where rule of law is applied and in which corruption is prevented, discovered and punished. 
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